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Request for Proposals FY2025-2026 for FYs 2026-2028
Activity Funding Application
Background and Purpose 
One Place works to ensure that all children are safe, healthy, and living to their fullest potential.  In support of this vision, One Place partners with families, community agencies and professionals in the early childhood community to provide high-quality early learning environments that encourage healthy brain development and supportive, nurturing relationships that enable children to thrive. We work to raise awareness about child abuse and its impact on Onslow County and help educate our community about our role in protecting children and reporting abuse. Together, we continue to build a caring and responsive community with the necessary programs and resources available to families to help them succeed, prevent child abuse and maximize the chances that all children in Onslow County will become successful adults. When we get it right for all children, we get it right for the entire community because children are no small matter. 
Through this Request for Proposals, One Place seeks to identify programs and/or proposed models that will provide direct services to children, families, child care facilities or community organizations, in alignment with evidence-based implementation, One Place strategic priorities and established community need. 
The One Place strategic framework includes goals and objectives which will guide the planning and implementation of services through the FY26-28 funding period. The framework includes one overarching goal for all funded partners. The overarching goal, states that: To be prepared for life, children need to be safe and healthy, nurtured, learning, and ready to succeed. We are working to ensure that all children receive a healthy start and develop to their full potential in safe and nurturing families, schools, and communities. In Onslow County, we face numerous challenges that stand in the way for children. 
At One Place we address those challenges through: 
1) Strengthening Children
2) Connecting Families
3) Ending Child Abuse

In addition, our strategic framework also includes three priority focus areas – sustainability, strategic expansion, and stewardship and cultivation. 
The primary responsibilities for a funded program include the following: 
· Deliver program to target clients (children, families, child care facilities or community stakeholders) 
· Implement proposed services based on an approved evidence-based model based on the North Carolina Partnership for Children’s Smart Solutions catalog (https://www.smartsolutionscatalog.com/nc/browse) 
· Collect and report data that measures the progress and/or impact of your proposed program. This includes, but is not limited to, information about who is receiving services (e.g., race/ethnicity, age, location in the county) and how often. 
· Participate in annual financial and program monitoring, including submission of sample materials, to make sure that services are completed as approved. 
· Plan and implement additional work in alignment with One Place strategic framework priority areas including, but not limited to, development of program-level plans to advance sustainability, strategic expansion, and stewardship and cultivation.
Proposed programs must address at least one of the following areas:
Strengthening Children
· System-wide availability of, access to, and use of high-quality, affordable child care. 
· System-wide support services for early care and education professionals, focused on maintaining and/or improving quality in 3, 4 and 5 star-licensed facilities. including but not limited to:
· professional development advising 
· training to meet licensure requirements
· early education workforce recruitment and retention
· targeted technical assistance and/or coaching to promote positive physical health, social-emotional development, language, and cognitive skills in young children and enhanced teacher-child relationships.
· Increase star-rated licensure and quality of 1, 2, and 3 star-licensed facilities through technical assistance focused on maintaining and/or improving quality in program practices, teacher child relationships, and other quality indicators.
· Support for early literacy development within child care and families of young children.
· Early intervention and inclusion support for young children with/or at risk for special needs in child care and/or risk for expulsion.
· Support for and access to the range of North Carolina education pathways for early care and education professionals working in star-licensed child care facilities.
Connecting Families
· Educate and provide up-to-date information to families and businesses regarding childcare facilities, costs, availability, star ratings, licensing, etc. for referral purposes.
· Increase access to appropriate, safe, properly installed car seats and child passenger safety knowledge.
· Provide businesses and organizations with resources for personal and professional growth creating a more resilient community.
· Educate families on the importance of the first 2,000 days, why a high-quality preschool or child care program is crucial, and provide information and support to help families feel confident and empowered.
· Increase child care affordability through the Tri-Share initiative by sharing costs among employers, employees, and public partners to lower families’ out-of-pocket expenses.
Ending Child Abuse
· Provide support and resources for children in abusive situations through services performed by victim advocates, therapists, forensic interviewers, and medical providers serving children and non-offending caregivers in comfortable, child-focused settings.
· Offer resources and referrals to evidence-based mental health services to reduce trauma and improve the lives of children in our community.
· Provide training, support, and outreach around prevention programs, such as the Connections Matter framework, resiliency, Strengthening Families Five Protective Factors Framework, and adverse childhood experiences. 
Evaluation criteria may include the following: evidence of effectiveness; proposed annual and long-term outcomes, knowledge/experience with model fidelity or other programmatic guidelines; complete and succinct proposal components; scope and feasibility of project; relevant organization and staff experience/expertise; substantiation of need; alignment with One Place’s strategic priorities; and cost effectiveness. All proposals must also meet state level guidelines.
All funding is based on the appropriation of funds to Smart Start by the North Carolina General Assembly and the prioritization of services to best meet local needs, and state and local performance goals. All funding will be reviewed annually.

Completed proposals are due by 5 pm Friday, April 10, 2026. 
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